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Talk is Free Theatre

for the art of it!
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Small Talk

(Youth Mentorship Program)

General Description. 

Small Talk is Talk Is Free Theatre (TIFT)’s groundbreaking Youth Mentorship Program. It is designed for up to thirty local 14 to 19 year olds. The program takes place in tandem with TIFT’s regular season. 

Each year Small Talk members are typically involved in the following:

1) 10 special-interest workshops & general meetings. 

2) One to one mentorship with a TIFT professional, depending on the applicant’s area of interest. As part of this component, Small Talk members also attend TIFT’s professional rehearsals, take backstage tours and provide hands-on assistance in the area of their interest. Small Talkers are immersed as much as possible in all ‘backstage’ areas of TIFT’s main stage productions.

3) Participation in Small Talk’s season production, typically held in late August on the main stage.

4) Participation in other related activities such as ushering, etc. (Community hours may be awarded for certain portion of this program).

All Small Talk members must actively participate in all scheduled activities. Upon successfully completing the 1st year of the programs, participants are eligible to continue as Small Talk members, and/or to join the executive. 

Selection Criteria and Priority.

The selection committee will consist of Small Talk executive members, a member of TIFT staff and a member of TIFT Board of Directors. This innovative program gives young people a chance to play behind the scenes with some of the finest professional actors, directors and designers in the business. Talk Is Free Theatre’s commitment to reaching out to the community’s young people through exposure to, and opportunities in, theatre is essential to the spirit of our mandate.

This program is offered free of charge. Priority will be given to youth in higher need of community involvement. Most of the classes, workshops and activities will take place at our regular venue at Barrie Performing Arts Centre, downtown Barrie. Some meetings and mentorship work will be done at the Gryphon Theatre, Georgian College, Barrie as well as the TIFT Office and Warehouse Space. ( Location announced in October).

Rationale, Philosophy and Objectives.

The intent of Small Talk is to be “inspirational” in nature.  The program is designed to assist teens in developing themselves through theatre, but not to offer formal training. Therefore, neither artistic ability nor previous experience in theatre is mandatory. The purpose of the program is to be accessible to any young community member.

Small Talk operates as an autonomous structure, managed entirely for and by youth. This provides youth members with a decision-making authority as a tool for greater community involvement and acquisition of life and career sensitive skills.

